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PREFACE. 



Like all first attempts to express the Prin. 
aples of an unwritten language, this book con. 
tains typographical and other errors. 

Yet it is issued believing that it will aid those 
desirous of acquainting themselves with the 
structure and uses of Mende. Especially it is 
toped that it will greatly aid those, who hav. 
*g received the spirit of Christ, seek to make 
known to others in the Mende tongue, the Gos- 
pel ot the grace of (* 0 d. 
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PRINCIPLES OF MEND£ GRAMMAR, 



The following pages contain some of the 
™ C1 P^ S of Mende Grammar, and are design- 
ed to aid those who are learning the Mende 
language. 

nrJ he . fol . low ing characters are used in writing 
and printing Mende. 

£ £ Z ft Pp Pf 

& B «. B b 36 4. Vv n 

A a & a , Tt /< H h 

E e £ . Dd^)«f £h j§f 4 
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Explanation 

of characters used in writing Mende differing 
m form or sound from common English letters. 

£ 8 like e in hate. 

H k « a " far. 

A a <c the same but short. 

E e " e in length " long. 

* i " ee " meet. 

1 i w " it. 

b b " " b« note. 

O o " ou " bought. 

O o " o " not. 

UJm " oo il moot. 

U u " u " put. 

ai " i " pine. 

Bb " ou " bound. 

0 c u ch « church. 

Gg " g « go. 

13 i] " ng " sing. 

Hh " h nasalized, 

t i nasalized, used only as the 
English "yes". 



MENDS GRAMMAR. 
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REMARKS UPON THE ALPHABET. 

. The Phonetic system has been used in wri- 
ting Mende— that is, each letter represents one 
sound and one only. No silent or redundant 
letters are used. 

Thirty two^ letters are used ; but Z only for 
words of foreign origen. and R commences no 
word in Mende and is seldom used except in- 
terchangably with L. 

W and Y are only used as consonants. 

I he vowels are e £ a e i i b o o m u. 
Whenever any two of them are written con- 
secutively in a word, they form a dipthong, to 
be pronouced by a single impulse of the voice. 
% The most frequent combinations are ai like 
* in pine ; gb like ou in bound ; ia like ear; oi 
bke oi in point. 

Two consonants written consecutively in a 
word must be pronounced together by a sin- 
gle impulse of the voice, as gg, kp, gb. 

When three consonants are written consecu- 
tively, the first is connected with the prece- 
ding syllable and the other two with the vow- 
el following. 

Every word and syllable of a word ends' 
with a vowel, except a very few ending in rj. 

Gr is always hard as in " go " and hence is 
never called by its " soft " Eng. name Je. 

C has the sound of ch in church and is call- 
ed Chay, 
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. ? has tne sound of ng in sine. Its sound 
is its name. 

5 is a breathing nasally vocalized. 

EUPHONIC CHANGES 
are numerous and often perplex the learner. 

They unsually occur in the initial sound of 
the second of two associated words, as ; 

1. The Possessive pronoun and Noun. 
Kolo-book, Nya goloi-My book. 

2. Adjectives following nouns, as— 
Jtfgova— old, Kbub wova— An old box. 

> 3. _ Nouns following other nouns used as ad- 
jectives, as— Fe— pot, Kolu-ve— Iron pot. 

4 Transitive verbs preceded by an object 
as— WgBndo— to gather. Kowui yendo— 
Gather the wood. 
In this way P changes to B ; T to D or L • 
" "WorY; Ni « V- 

L " 4 « Gb: 

Mb u (<B . N J « %?* 

" <<V > S J. ' 

PARTS OF SPEECH. 
THE NOUN AND ITS PROPERTIES. 

Gender. There are two ways of distinguish- 
mg gender; 

First by different words as— 

Hindo— man, male. Nysha— woman, female. 
Kena « Mmai 
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Ndfikpj«>-young'man. Nyjspft-young woman. 
Ke— father. Nje— mother. 

Elini — husband. Nysha — wife. 

Kenya-mother's brother Njewmlo mother's 

sister. 

Sec. By prefixing or suffixing an Adjective. 
*or human beings, Gender is distinguished by 
connecting the words Hindo or Hi andNy/>ha 
with the nouns, as— 
tfalbpo— boy. Nyuhalopo— girl. 

iN clewe hindb-brother. Ndewe nyBha-lo-sister. 

For other things having life and for inani- 
mate things personified, Gender is distinguish- 
ed by suffixing hina— male or— ha female to- 
tne noun. 

N -ika hina -bull N.ika ha— cow. 
Te liina— cock. Te ha— hen. 

Pskfili hina-male Papaw. FskBli ha-femah 

Papaw. 

NUMBER WITH DEFINITE AND IN- 
DEFINITE TERMINATIONS. 
Nouns have two numbers singular and plural - 

fu ^ 6 indefiuite singular is the simple form of 
the nouns, as— Mita— spoon; Kolo— book. 

The Indefinite plural and the definite singu- 
lar and plural are formed by terminal inflec- 
tion. 

lt The Indefinite plural is formed by suffixing 
nga " to the indefinite singular, as— 
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Mita MAtagga — spoon s. 
Kolo Kolorjga — books. 
Ny/sha Nysharjga — females 
Ndi Ndiijga — house flies. 

The Definite termination of nouns, corre- 
sponding in use with the Eng. definite arti- 
cle, is formed in the singular by suffixing " i " 
whch coalesces in sound with the terminal 
vowel. 

The Definite termination " i " is written as a 
suffix in all cases except in nouns ending in " i " 
where with the terminal vowel it forms "A", 
as — Ijljsni — thing; HsnA — the thing; and in 
nouns ending in " a " with which " i " coales- 
ces and forms " z " as — M.ita — spoon ; Mite — 
the spoon. 

The Definite plural is formed by suffixing 
"sAa" to the definite singular form, as — 
Mite — the spoon, MAtesAa — the spoons. 



TERMINAL ENDINGS. 



These express the form of Nouns, Definite or 
Indefinite, Singular or Plural. 
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Some nouns denoting things having life 
form their Definite Plural, by suffixing the 
definite terminal ending " isia 9 to the indefi- 
nite plural form — the "i" of which, coalescing 
with the terminal "V of the indefinite plural 
ending, forms " t " 

Njeijga — goats, Njerjgesia. 

Terjga — fowls, Terjgesia. 

Msharjga — chiefs, MjshaijgesAa. 

Mbslarjga — sheep, Mbslaggesaa. 
A few nouns have associated plural forms, 
as — 

N(k>— child, Ndbi— the child. 

Ndeijga — children, Ndsrjgesia — the children. 

Kena — man, Kene— the man. 

Korjga — men, Korjgesia — the men. 

DEFINITE FORM. 

The definite form is often used ( as more 
expressive ) in calling the names of things, as — 

Kotui for Kotu, Gbo a ji ? Mbe— the rice. 

Nouns limited by the Possesive Pronouns 
Nya, Bi, TJgi, Mu, Wu, Ti ; or their compound 
orms Nyanda, Nyawfr, and etc. take the defi- 
fiteJorm. 

Nya goloi — My book. Ti welei — their house. 
Ijjginda gsrjjsi. His own box. 
Exception ; The definite Terminal Ending is 
usually omitted from a few words, such as — 

Ke, Kenya, Demia. 

Semo, Bblfchu, Kjsbu. 
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A noun limited by another noun in the Pos? 
sessive case takes the definite form. 
Mesa gowoi — The table's leg. 
tygiuru difesia, The tree's leaves. 

Nouns limited by the Demonstrative Pro- 
ouns Ji and Na, with their plurals Jisia and 
Nasia, take the definite form. IJguirui ji— 
This tree. Sjmi nasia — Those bottles. 

When a noun used in the definite sense is 
followed by a modifying adjective, the Definite 
Terminal Ending is suffiixed to the Adjective, 

Kolo yekpsi — The good book. 
Tjjgmru w&i — The large tree. 
Kotu mmmuisia — The small stones. 

The definite form of Nouns or Adjectives 
preceded by " I, " designates that to which 
reference had previously been made. J i)gm- 
fui lo ?— Is this the tree ? I pelei nua— this 
is the house. I mbswBi ? The large one ? 
I kuilfti- mia — It is the small one. 



MO. 

" Mo " suffixed to Verbs denotes the Doer 
of the action expressed by the verb. 

Iflgsijgsmo — workman. Kolo-nyegimo — writer. 
Ksramo — teacher. Nja-wmlimo — oars- man- 
" Mo " suffixed to Adjectives denotes the 
Possessor or the Receptive Agent of the quali- 
ty expressed by the adjective. 
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Higbemo — sick person. 
Nyjsndemo — beauti ful one, 
Kpjsyamo — strong man. 
Hboio — • dead person. 

Verbal nouns ending in " mo '* form their In- 
definite plural by dropping " mo 99 and taking 
" bela" ; and to these terminations the usual 
Definite terminal endings are suffixed. 

Komo— soldier, Kobda ; Kornoi, Kobeksia, 
MA. 

Ma suffixed to verbs denotes the Place of the: 
action expressed by the verb. 

TJgeijgema — Place of work. 
Kfrla-velem£ — The place of weaving. 

Verbal nouns ending in " ma 99 take the usu- 
al Definite and Plural terminal endings. 

ljger)gema> Jjjgeijgemaijga, (JgerjgemE, Wgeqge 
mesia, 



Certain nouns form an Indefinite Plural by- 
suffixing " ni" to the indefinite singular, 

Kpiti — ^rasa Kpitini— grasses. 
Tjjguiru— tree. Iflgmruni— trees. 

{ In the Illustrations which follow, the En- 
glish words are often transposed to indicate 
more clearly the construction of Mends. ) 
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CASE AND CONSTRUCTION. 

Nouns admit of no inflection to denote case, 
A he Case of Nouns is determined by their Po- 
sition in ihe sentence ; by Pronouns and by 
their Relation to other words. 

, The Nominative Case precedes the verb and 
is the subject of it. 

In the simple direct form of sentence, the 
Construction is as follows. 

The Nominative, The Objective, The Verb, 
I kowui dewea. He the wood has cut. 
Ta lo kisijjsi gbskpama. 
He is the box making. 
In the Intransitive form the Subject with its 
modifiers precedes and the Verb with its mod- 
ifiers follows. 

I waijga. He has come. Ndfrpfc wuik>i ji i 
tai lo kpe. Child little this he sat still. 

The Noun in the Nominative case is follow- 
ed by a Pronoun, which indicates its case and 
ib the immediate subject of the verb. 
Ndbp&i a mehe me. The child he food eats. 
Tuiwa i qwoni tea. Tuiwa he the bird 
has shot. 



POSSESSIVE CASE. 

The Possessive Case is indicated by a Pro- 
noun in the possessive case which follows it. 
Kelo qgi goloi. Koqgesi^ ti rnehei mia. 
Kelo his book. The men their food it is. 
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The Possessive Pronoun is sometimes omitted 
Observe the Noun governing the Possessive 

Case, takes the Definite Terminal Ending. 
Nika lbwm. Te kijgesia. 
The cow's born. The hen's chickens. 



OBJECTIVE CASE. 

The Objective Case may be the t)irect Ot> 
ject of a Verb. 

Bi nye hfrua ? Ti mht hijai lo. 

You fish have caught ? They the rice cleaned, 

The Objective Case may be the Object of a 
Participle. 

1 ya nye gbema. 
He has gone fish hunting. 
Tjjgi waa tuihjsni lama. 
I have come seed planting. 

The Objective Case may be followed by a 
Preposition and governed by it. 

I ya te hu. 

He has e;one the town in. 

Ta keini pelei gbsla. 

He is sitting the house near. 

I w&tea rjgi ma. 

He has turned him against. 

Fblbi lo mu m^hu. 

The sun is us above. 
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THE ADJECTIVE. 

Adjectives usually follow the nouns with 
Which they are connected. 

Kolo ws-great book. K&la g&te-White cloth* 

But Nouns used as Adjectives jpirgfcede the 
nouns they qualify. 

tfotu wele-stone hoiise. Kolu gfirjis-iron hoi, 



1JGO. 

Adjectives are joined to the nouns they 
qualify by the copula " ggo, " which is writteh 
as a suffix to the Adjective. 

Pelei woggo. The house is large. 
Kbit nynndsqgo. The cloth is fine. 
Nje smsuiggo. The water is deep. 



M*A. It is. 

The Quality of the Adjective is also asserted 
by "maa", which follows the adjective. 

Pele wis mia. Rftla nyimde mia. 

House large it is. Cloth fine it is. 
It is a large house. It is a fine cloth. 



YA. State, condition. 

Some Adjectives are connected with the 
Nouns they qualify by "ya, " which is written 
between the noun and adjective. 
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(xbEmbdei ya teve. 

The board's condition is thin. 

The board is thin. 

Cinji ina ya neye. 

The plate's surface quality is smoothness, 
The surface of the plate is smooth. 
Seli ya tali. 

The banana's condition is unripeness, 



COMPARISON. 

The Adjective admits of no terminal inflec 
tion to express Degrees of Comparison. 

The Adjective is Compared by the use of 
other words which express degree of quality. 

The Positive Degree is the simple form of 
the Adjective. Ijjguirui worjgo. 

The Comparative Degree is expressed by the 
adjective in its simple form, followed by, 
I dewea na ma — it surpasses that. 

Tjjgrurui woxjgo, i dewea na ma. 

The tree is large, it surpasses that one. 

The expression is usually abbreviated to — 

Tjjguirui worjgo na ma. 

Kbk ji nyfinderjgo na ma. 

This cloth is finer than that. 

The Superlative Degree is expressed by pla- 
cing the object in comparison with all others 
of like kind. 

IJguirui worjgo i dewea ggmruisia gbi ma. 
The tree is large, it surpasses all the trees. 
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GBI. 

The Adjective Gbi joined with the Definite 
f°rm of nouns signifies all, every one. 

Koloi gbi — every book. 
T^guiruisia gbi — all the sticks. 

Gbi with the Indefinite form of nouns signi- 
nes none not any, 

Kolo gbi — no book. 

Mbfrwa gbi nya ycya— I have no knife. 

Gbi with the Indefinite Plural form of some 
nouns has in some cases a Positive signifies 
tion. Nuigga gbi— all people. 



NUMERAL ADJECTIVES. 

. The Numeral Adjectives Eta, Fek, Sswa; 
Nisni, Lolu, Woita, Wofela, Wsyakpa, Tm; 
Pui — follow the nouns they modify. 

Kolo fele — two books; 

TiJguiru t£u — nine sticks. 



ORDINAL NUMBERS. 

Ordinal Numbers are expressed by the prop* 
jj* Numeral preceded by " I " and followed bf 
lc Gde, " often contracted into « Ge. h 

Koloi i fele ge— the second book. 
Pelei i nf>ni gde — the fourth hous& 
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THE PRONOUN. 

The Personal Pronouns are numerous and 
varied in form and signification. 

The Pronoun is iised not only as a Substi - 
tute for the noiin but as a Complement to it. 

As a Complement, it accompanies the noun, 
in the Possessive and Nominative case, follows 
it in position and indicates its case. 



POSSESSIVE CASK 

Jina r)gi goloi. Ndbpfoisia ti gsramoi. 
Jina his book. The children their teacher. 
Jina's book. The children's teacher. 



NOMINATIVE CASE. 

Ffitfrma i waa. 

Ffitemaa he has come. 

Ffitema has come. 

Mbe i vslirjga. 

The rice it has grown. 

The rice has grown. 

Korjgesia ti pelei dm lo. 

The men they the house built. 

Nmmui r)gi gbuyarjgo. 

The person he is strong. 

The person is strong. 

TJwonisia ti gb&torjgo. 

The birds they are numerous. 

The birds are numerous. 
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THE PRONOUN AS A SUBSTITUTE. 

The Personal Pronouns are nine in num- 
ber and are inflected as follows. * 

&8i pQ a 



' CD g 



? 2 P aj « <=> 



CTq' OQ 
SO 



TO 

CD 



^ g « a 

^ O 



S S? £ . « <B. 



O 



I'he Pronouns in the Nominative Case have 
Corresponding Negative forms. 
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CLASSIFICATION ACCORDING 
TO USE. 

Tfre Signification of the Pronouns in the 
JNommative Case, cannot be fully explained 
separate from the forms of the Verb, with 
winch they are respectively connected; for 
tney aid in forming the tense of the verb. Bu1 
following arrangment may aid the learner. 

The following form is used with verbs ex. 
pressing past or completed action ; but is also 
used with a tense of the verb denoting pres- 
ent or past continued action; and in interro- 
gation it is used with the present tense of the 
simple form of the verb. 



FORM 1st. 

Sing. 1st per. #gi, 2d per. Bi, 3d per. I 
PI". " Mu " Wu, « Ti. 

frgi penga. I have done it. 

I wm lo bei. He came here. 

K.ina ti ye lima. When they were going. 

Mupe? Must we do i1 

RJgi pema lo. I am doing it, 

Ti gbo bi ma? Shall they help you ? 



The following form is used with verbs hav 
ing a potential or future signification. 
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FORM 2d. 

Sing. 1st per. IJga, 2d per. Ba, 3d pec. A. 

Plu - " Ma, " Wa, « Ta. 

Jjjjga li lo. 1 will go. A vnle lo. It will grow. 
Ma ye lo pema. We will be doing it. 

The following form of the pronoun is used 
with a present progressive form of the verb ; 
and also in emphatic repetition. 

FORM 3d. 

Sing. 1st per. Nya, 2d per. BAa, 3d pel-. Ta. 
Plu. « Mma, « Wma, " Tia. 

Nya lo pema. I am doing it. 

Tia lo lima. They are going 

&ia ba pe lo. 

You ( as for you ) you Will do it. 



The following form is used with verbs of the; 
passive voice and with adjectives connected by 

FORM 4th. 

Sing. 1st per. Nya, 2d per. Bi. 3d per. %,\ 
Plu. « Mu, " Wu, •< Ti 

W yiliggo It-. He is bound. 

Ti higbengo yele. They were sick. 

Ib gb*yango, Vou are strong, 

C5 
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The above is also used as a Possessive Pronoun. 

Nya goloi, My book. 

Ti welei, Their house, 

Mu gfiraruoi, Our teacher. 

Bi rnese, Your table. 

A Compound Possessive Pronoun is formed 
by annexing Nda — own, to the pronoun. 

Nya nda, Bi nda, Tjjgi nda. 
Mu nda, Wu nda, Ti nda. 

Nya nda goloi. My own book. 
Ijjgi nda hbwz. His own knife. 

Nda thus used without the limiting noun 
immediately following, takes, the Definite ter- 
minal ending. 



Koloi ji nya nde m.ia. 
This book it is my own. 
Wu nde lo. It is your own. 

Another form of the Compound Possessive 
Pronoun is made by annexing Wb to the 
pronoun. 

Wo does not ta^e the Definite terminal end- 
ing, nor permit the limiting noun to directly 
follow it in the sentence. 

Ksr)6i ji nya wb mia. 
This box it is my own. 
Bi wb lo a kbk ji ? 
Is this your own cloth ? 



MENDE GRAMMAR. 
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A Compound Personal Pronoun is formed 
by placing Vuili— self, after the pronoun. 

Vuili has a singular or plural signification 
according to the pronoun with whcih it is join- 
ed. 

Nya vuili, Bi vuili, TJgi vuili. 
Mu vuili, Wu vuili, Ti vuili. 



The following form of the Pronoun is always 
used in the Objective case and follows "a". 
Sing. 1st per. IJge, d per. Bie, 3d per. TJgie 
Plu « Mue, " Wue, " Tie. 
I peQga a tic. He has done it to them. 



NEGATIVE FORM OF THE PRONOUN. 

used only in the Nominative case. 
DECLENSION. 

Sing. 

First per. Iflgi TJgB, ^Jge. 
Sec per. Bi, Bb, Be. 
Third per. h H, % 

Plu. 

First per. Mm, Mb, Me. 

Sea ner. Wui, Wu, We. 

Third, per. Ti Tb, Ti-. 
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CLASSIFICATION according to their use 
and signification. 

The following form is used with verbs of 
present and past signification. 

Expresses denial Not. 

FORM 1st. 

Sing, 1st per. 13 gi, 2d per. Bi, 3d per. i. 
tt* * Mm, Wm, " Ti, 

ggrarui boni. 
I did not cat down the tfee. 
k fl T:i lblirpa^ They are not playing. 

■ i *» j. 

The following form is used With verbs pf 
present and futute signification. 

Expresses prohibition. Must not. 
FORM 2d. 

Sing. 1st per, JJg£, 2d per. Bb, 3d pet. fl* 

Pin* " Mb, « Wb, " Tb 

Bb lunde ji w£c 
You must not do this thing. 
Ndftpfcisia tB li na. 
The children th?y must not go thelre. 



^The fdllowitig form is used with verbs of fu= 
Itfte significatidA, 

JEip?esses refusal or iriabilitys Will nets 
tan not; 
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FORM 3d. 

Sing. 1st per. JJge, 2d per. Be, 3d per. E. 
riu - " Me, " We, << Te. 

Ijjge li. I will not go. 
gui a pe la. You will not be able to do it. 



INTERROGATIVE PRONOUNS. 

Ye, Who. Phi. Yeni— used only in the 
Nominative. 

Ye lo a h ? Who will go % Ye m.ia ? Who is it ? 
*enda Whose— used in the Possessive Case. 
*£nda goloi lo a ji ? Whoso boot is this ? 

Gbe, (11)0, What, Which, 

Gbo bi pgQga \ 
What have you done ? 

Ti peni a gbo ? 

They did if, with what! 

Grbe hsni lo a ji ? 
What thing is this % 

Nrarnui i ghe ? 
Which person ? 
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DEMONSTRATIVE PRONOUNS. 

Ji, This. Plu. Jisia, These. 
Na, That. " Nasia, Those 
Kene ji. This man, Pelei na. That house. 

Kotui jis.ia, These stones. 
TjJwonA nasAa, Those birds. 
Nya ke, My father. 

Nya nje, My mother. 

Children use, I ke, Father. I nje, Mother. 



THE VERB ; CONJUGATION. 

The verb in Mende has no formation pecu- 
liar to itself. The same word in the same form 
is often used as a verb, an adjective or a noun. 

The verb admits of no terminal endings to 
express person or number, but has the same 
form in all persons and numbers. 

The imperative singular is the theme of the 
Verb and its modes and tenses are expressed by 
suffixes, by auxiliaries and by the form of W 
pronoun, which as a substitute or complement 
is its immediate subject. 

The verb is principally used in the active 
Voice bilt some verbs admit a passive form-. 
Ubmh i pelei ji Ibhi. 
Pelei ji loftgo yele a Mfmib. 
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TENSE. 

The Mende has six tenses, 

The PRESENT represents an action as do. 
ing at the present time ; as, 

Nya lo pema. I am doiug it. 
The IMPERFECT represents an action as 
doing at some past time : as, 

Tflgi ye pema lo, I was doing it. 

The FUTURE represents an action as one 
that will be done in the future ; as, 
TJga pe lo. I will do it. 

The AOR1ST represents an action as simply 
done ; as IJgi pei lo.' I did it. 

The PERFECT represents an action as com- 
plete in the present; as, 

I peijga. He has done it. 
The PLUPERFECT repsesents an action as 
complete at some past time ; as, 

Kina i ye peni ke i waa. 
When he had clone it then he came. 



MODE. 
The Mende has six modes. 
The INDICATIVE is used in declaring and in 
asking questions ; as. 

I perjga. He has clone it. 
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The SUBJUNCTIVE expresses condition, 
uncertainty ; as. J na i p^a lo ggj ko. 

. The POTENTIAL expresses ability, oblige 
toon, permission and inclination ; as, 
^Jgi kinde go rjga li na. 

. The INFINITY E expresses action or state 
m a general manner ; as, Pe va. To do. 

The IMPERATIVE expresses command or 
entreaty; as, 

Pele, Do it. Be ggi li. Permit me to go, 
The PARTICIPLE partakes of the nature 
of both verb and adjective; as, 

I ya aye gbema. 
He has gone fish hunting. 

PARADIM. 
Pels, Do. 

It is generally used in the contracted form, 
Pe. 



INDICATIVE MODE. 

( The Present .Participle is made by suffix- 
ing " ma" to the theme of the verb ; as, 
Pelenia, Perna— Doing. ) 
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The First Form of the PESENT TENSE is 
Constructed from the Present participle prece- 
ded by - lo 75 and joined to Form 3d of the Pro- 
noun. 

I am doing it Am I doing it? 
Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya lo pemai Mma lo pema. 

2. Baa lo pema. Wma lo pema. 

3. Ta lo pema. T.ia lo pema. 

The Sec, Form of the PRESENT TENSE 
Js constructed from the Present participle fob 
lowed by " lo " and joined to Form 1st, of the 
Pronoun & 

1 am doing it. Am I doing it i 

Singula!'. Plural. 

1. Iffgi pema lo* Mu pema lo. 

2; JRi pema lo. Wu pema lo* 

3, I pema lo. Ti pema lo. 

• The IMPERFECT TENSE is constructed 
from the Present participle preceded by " ye- 
lo ;" or preceded by " ye w and followed by "lo" 
and joined to Form 1st of the Pronoun. 

IJgi ye lo pema. tygi ye pema lo* 
I was doing it, Was 1 doing it? 

Singular. Plural. 

1. IJgi ye pema lo. Mu ye pfctna lo. 

2. Bi ye pema lo, Wu ye pema lo. 

3. I ye penla lo. Ti ye pema lo. 
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The PERFECT TENSE is formed by suf- 
fixing 'Vflga" often contracted to "a", to th« 
theme of the verb aild joining it to Forui 1st 
of the Pronoun. 

I have done it. Have I done it ? 

Singular. Plural. 

1. TJgi peijga. ( pea) Mu perjga. ( pea. ) 
.2. Bi peqga. Wu pcqga. 

3. I peijga. Ti pegga. 

The AORIST TENSE is formed by suffix- 
ing u ni " often contracted to " i \ to the theme 
of the verb, which is follavved by "la "and 
joined to Form 1st of the Pronoun. 

I did Iti Did I do it 1 

Singula!*. Plural. 

t. Jjjgi psni ( pel ) lo. Mu peni ( pei ) lo. 

2. Bi peni lo. Wu peni lo. 

3. I peni lo. Ti peni lo. 

C; Ye h often precedes the verb in this tense 
and wo" follows expressing remoteness of 
time. 

The PLUPERFECT TENSE is formed hi 
suffixing "ni*' to the theme of the verb, whicn 
is preceded by u ye " and joined to Form 1st 
of the Pronoun. 
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1 had done it, I did it. 

Singular. Pluval. 

1. IJgiyepeni Mu ye peni. 

2. Bi ye peni. Wu ye peni. 

3. I ye peni. Ti ye peni. 

In composition this tense is often preceded 
by Kina ; as, K.ina i ye muiani, ke i tuiwo doa* 
The FUTURE TENSE is the theme of the 
Verb followed by " lo " and joined to Form 2d 
the rronoun. 

1 will do. Will I do? 

Singular. Plural. 

L Ijga \)t lo. Ma pe lo. 

2. Ba pe lo. Wa pe la 

3. A pe lo. Ta pe lo. 

Woi signifying 14 in a little while " and KtA< 
ba u in the future " are also used as auxiliaries 
with this tense. 

In another form of the Future Tense, the pfro* 
iioun is impressively repeated and lo 9S pre- 
cedes the tense forming pronoun. The arrang- 
ment is, Pronoun Form 3d; auxiliary u lo* 
pronoun Form 2d; the theiite bf the verb. ? 

It is I who will do it, 1> it t who vvill do it! 
Singular. Ptufrtl 

1. Nya hi Qga pe. Mma lo ma pe. 

2. B.i.i lo ba pe. Wuia lo wa pt 

3. Ta »o m pe. Tia lo ta pe. 
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In the above form u mia " is often substitu- 
ted for " lo. " 

FUTURE TENSE— Progressive Form. 

This tense is constructed from the Present 
participle followed by 44 lo " and joined to Form 
2d of the Pronoun. 

I will be doing it Will I be doing it t 
Singular. Plural. 

L Jjga pema lo. Ma pema lv. 

2. Ba pema lo. Wa pema lo. 

3, A pema lo ; Ta pema lo. 

Another form of the same tense with the 
game signification, is constructed from the Pre 
Bent participle preceded by "ye lo" aiid joined 
to Form 2d ot the PronouiL 

Singular PluraL 

1, IJga ye Id pema. Ma ye lo pema. 

2. Ba ye Id pema. Wa ye Id pema 
9. A ye lo p£ma. Ta ye lo pema. 



SUBJUNCTIVE MODE. 

The tenses of the Indicative Mode neatly all 
take the Subjunctive form by placing before? 
t| lr m iin or sortie Other wohl expressing 
some condition of uncertainty ; as 
1 )>n lo 9 He did if tlia i pei lo. If he did it 
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The Subjunctive Mode has one FORM pe- 
culiar to itself, which is used with either a pres* 
e ut, past or future signification: as ^ the subject 
requires. It is formed by suffixing " gga " to 
the theme of the verb followed by £< lo " and 
joining them to Form 1st of the Pronoun ; as, 
I peqga lo, If he did it. foia often precedes 
the pronoun as the sign of the Subjunctive 
but is usually considered unnecessary, as the 
form of the verb shows its mode. 

JJna i peijga lo. If he did it. 

If I do it. If I did it. If I shall do it. 

Singular. Plural. 

I- *na ggi pegga (pea) lo. ina rmi peijga (pea) lo. 

2. Tna bi pegga lo. fna wn pegga lo. 

3. Ina I pegga lo. fna ti pe±3ga lo. 

, Another form used occasionlly, as in betting 
*8 peculiar to this mode. 

It is formed by joining the Present participle 
*° Form 2d of the Pronoun, which is preceded 

b y A. 

If I do this. If I shall do this. 
Singular. ITmal. 

1- A gga pema. A ma pema. 

2. A ba pi ma. A wa pema 

3. A a pema. A ta pema. 
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POTENTIAL MODE. 
Two Forms of the PRESENT tense occur. 
The First is made by joining the theme 
of the verb to Form 1st of the Pronoun. 
1 can or must do it. Must I do it « 
Singular. VhxriL 

1. TJgi pele. Mu P de - 

2. Bi pele. Wu F U - 

3. Ipck. Tipele. 

The Second Form of the Present tense i» 
made, by joining the ( heme of the. verb to Form 
2d of the' Pronoun. 

I may or can do it. Can you do it 1 

Singular. Plu,al - 

1 Mga pele. Ma l )el£ - 

2 Bapele. Wa pele. 
S. A pele. Tapele. 

Ability, inclination, etc. are often expressed 
m a form like the Indicative Future. 

It is the theme of the verb followed by 
«* k> *' and joined to Form 2d of the Pronoun. 
I can or will do it. 
Singular. pluraL 

I tfet pr 1<>. Ma pe lo. 

i. &v fi lo. Wa pe lo. 

3 \ p« lo. pe lo. 
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INFINITIVE MODE. 

Verbs in the Infinitive Mode are used only 
in the Present tense. 

The verb has two forms. The First is the 
theme of the verb followed by " va." 

The Second is the theme of the verb prece- 
ded by " a, " and followed by "la." 

Infinitives which express the object for which 
the action of the leading verb was made, take 
the form with u va." 

I waa pe va. He lias come to do it, 
1 kowui dewei lo msjia va. 
He cut the wood to sell. 
Infinitives following verbs, which denote 
the beginning, ending,' continuing and etc. of 
the action expressed by the Infinitive, take 
the form with " a— la." 
I tfltoa a pe la. He has begun to do it. 
I gbiaa a yia la, He has ceased to speak. 



PARTICIPLE MODE. 

Verbs in the Participle Mode have but two 
tenses, present and past. 



Principles of 

The Present tense or Present participle is 
formed by suffixim: u ma " to the theme of the 
verb ; as, 

Pelema or Pema. Doing it. 
I fa nye gberna. He has gone fishing. 

Ta heini mehe mema. 
He is sitting down eating food. 
The Past participle (if rightty so called is 
formed by suffixing •« ni * to" the theme of the 
verb; as, Peleni, Did-but is seldom used sep- 
arate from the auxiliaries, which limit it to the 
tenses of the Indicative and Subjunctive modes. 
I pelei lo. He did it. 
K.ina i ye peni ke i levua. 
When he had done it, then he rested. 



NEGATIVE FORM 

of the Verb as used with the Negative Pron- 
ouns. 

INDICATIVE MODE. 
Corresponding Tenses. 

The Present tense is formed by joining the 
Present participle to Form 1st of the Negative 
Pronoun. 

I am not doing it Am I not doing it \ 
Singular. Plural. 

1. IJgi pekma. (pema.) Mm pelwna. f pema J 

2. Bi pelema. Wui pekma. 
3 i pelema. Ti pekma. 
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. The IMPERFECT TENSE is formed by 
joining the Present participle preceded by "ye" 
to Form 1st of the Negative Pronoun. 

I was not doing it Was I not doing it \ 

Singular. Plural. 

1. JJgi ye pema. Mm ye pema. 

2. Bi ye pema. Wm ye pema. 

3. i ye pema. Ti fe pema. 

Wo used with the above indicates greater 
remoteness in time. 

Jjgi ye pema wo. I was not doing it m time 
long past — -or I had not been doing it. 

The AORIST TENSE is formed by suffic- 
ing " u i » to the theme of the verb and joining 
it to Form 1st of the Negative Pronoun. 

I did not do it. Did I not do it ( 
Singular. Plural. 

1- Jflg-i peleni. (peni.) Mm peleni. (peni.) 

2. Bi peleni. Wm peleni. 

3. i peleni. T.i peleni. 

The PLUPERFECT TENSE is formed by 
suffixing "ni" to the theme of the verb, which 
followed by " wo" and preceded by " ye " is 
joined to Form 1st of the Negative Pronoun. 

I have not done it or I had not done it. 

Have I not done it ? 
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Singular. Plural. 

1. IJg.i ye peni wo. Mm ye peni wo, 

2. Bi ye. peni wo. Win ye peni wo. 

3. i ye peni wo. Ti ye peni wo. 

The FUTURE TENSE is formed by con- 
necting the theme of the verb with Form 3d 
of the Negative Pronoun, 

I can or will not do it. Will yon not do it ? 
Singular. Plural. 

1. JJge pele. Me pele, 

2. Be pel? We pele. 

3. R pele, Te pele. 



POTENTIAL MODE. 
Corresponding tense. 

The Present tense is formed by connecting 
the theme of the vei b with Form 2d of the 
Negative Pronoun. 

I must not do it. Must 1 not do it I 

Singidar, Plural. 

1. JJgB pel?. M * pele. 

2. Bb pele, Wb pele. 

3. R pele. Tb pele. 

Another form used with a Potential Pre- 
sent signification is the same as the Indicative 
Future It is formed by joining the theme of 
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the verb to Form 3d of the Negative Pronoun. 
I can or will not do it. Will you not do it? 
Singular. Plural 

1. ¥ge pele. Me pele. 

2. Be pele. We pele. 

3. E pele. Te pele. 

Lb is used with some, of the negative forms 
to express stronger denial; as, 
IJg.i 1b peni. (emphatic; I did not do it. 



ASSOCIATED VERBS 
corresponding to the English verb To be. 
INDICATIVE MODE. 

The First form of the Present tense is formed 
by joining " lo v to Form 3d of the Pronoun. 
I am and ete. Is it 1 ? 
Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya lo. Muia lo. 

2. Bk\ lo. Wma lo. 
i. 3. Ta lo. tU lo. 

The Sec. form of the Present tense is formed 
by joining "le" to Form 3d of the Pronoun. 
It is I. Is it n 
Singular. Piural. 

1. Nya k. Muia le. 

2. Bia le. Wma le. 

3. ' Ta le. T.ia le. 
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The Third form of the Present fcense is formed 
by joining " mia ,f fco Form 3d of the Pronoun. 

It is 1 Is it It 



Singular. Plural 

1. Nya mia. Muia naif 

2. B.ia mia, Wuia inii 

3. Ta mia. Tia mia. 



IMPERFECT. 

The First form of the Imperfect tense is 
formed by joining "ye lo" to Form 1 st of the 
Pronoun. 

I was. Was I? 

Singular. Plural 

1. Ijjgi ye lo. Mu ye lo. 

2. Bi ye lo. Wu ye lo. 

3. I ye lo. Ti ye lo. 

The Sec. form of the Imperfect tense is formed 
by joining u yele " to Form 3d of the Pronoun. 

It was ! Was it I ? 

Singular Plural. 

1. Nya voir. Muia yele. 

2. Ria yek Wuia yeifc 
tl T \ yelt Tia yelt. 
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FUTURE. 

The First form ot the Future tense is formed 
by joining u ye lo" to Form 2d of the Pronoun 

r will be. Will I be?. 

Singular. Plural. 

1. Ijjga ye lo. Ma ye lo. 

2. Ba ye lo. Wa ye lo. 

3. A ye lo. Ta ye lo. 

The See. form of the Future tense is formed 
by joining u yema n followed' by "lo " to Form 
2d of the Pronctun. 

I will be &c. 
Singular. Plural. 

t. tyga yema lo. Ma yema lo. 

k J. Ba yema lo. Wa yema lo. 

3. A yema lo. Ta yema lo. 

The Third form of the Future tense is formed 
by joining " a yele" — it will be to Form 3d of 
the Pronoun. 

It will be L Will it be I? 

Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya a yels. Muia a vele. 

2. Bia a yele. Muia a yelr. 

3. Ta a yek-. Tia a yelr. 
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ASSOCIATED VERBS. 

NEGATIVE. 

The Sec. Form of the Present and Imperfect 
tenses are made Negative, by placing * ; i" the 
third per. si tig, of the Neg, pronoun Form 1st 
before the verb ; as* 

Nya A le. It is not I. 
Nya i yele. It was not I. 

The Negative form of the Future tense 
folrmed bj joining " ye ,5 to Form 3d of the 
Negative Pronoun* 

1 will not be. Will I not be? 
Bitigular, Plural, 

1, tfge ye. Me ye. 

2. Be ye. We ye, 
8. E ye. Te ye. 



SUBJUNCTIVE* 

All the Receding tenses may^be made to take 
a Subjunctive form, by placing" Ana 3 or some 
Other word implying condition or uncertainty 
before the pronoun j as, 

$aa baa le— If it is you— 

hi ve 1<> na— If yoti were there— 
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PASSIVE VOICE. 

All verbs in the Passive Voice take the suffix 
u qgo " to the theme of the veib ; and all are 
joined to Form 4th of the Pronoun. 

The Passive Voice admits ot but three tenses 
the Present, the Past or Imperfect and the 
Future. 

Jflgili — to tie, to hind. 

The PRESENT TF:NSE is indicated by the 
auxiliary "le" expressed or understood. 

I am bound. Am I bound i 
Singular, Plural. 

1. Nya yiliijgo le. Mu y.iliijgo le. 

2. Bi yiliflgo le. Wu yiliijgo le. 

3. VJ^i yiliqgo le. Ti yiliijgo le. 

The PAST TENSE is indicated by the auxil- 
iary " yele. " 

I was bound. Was I bound ? 

Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya yiliijgo yele. Mu yiliijgo yele. 

2. Bi y.iliijgo yele. Wu yiliijgo yele. 

3. TJgi yiliijgo yele. Ti yiliijgo yele. 

Wo used with the above expresses time re- 
motely past, 
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The FUTURE TENSE is indicated by "a 
yek" — it will be, subjoined to the verb. 
I will be bound. Will I be bound \ 

Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya yiliqgo a yek. Mu y.iliqgo a yek. 

2. Bi yAliqgo a yek. Wu yAliqgo a yek. 

3. Jjjgi yAliqgo a yek. Ti yAliqgo a yek. 

Kuina used with the above expresses time 
remotely future. 



SUBJUNCTIVE. 

Verbs in the Passive Voice take a Subjunc- 
tive form by prefixing "ana" or some word 
expressing condition or uncertainty. 



NEGATIVE FORM OF THE PASSIVE 
VOICE. 

The PRESENT TENSE is indicated by « i 
k" — -it is not, subjoined to the verb. 

I am not bound. Am 1 not bound \ 

Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya yiliqgo A k. Mu yiliqgo A k. 

2. Bi yiliqgo A k. Wu yiliqgo A k. 

3. TJgi yiliqgo A k. Ti yiliqgo A k. 

The PAST TENSE is indicated by '< A yek 
it is not, subjoined to the verb. 

I was not bound. Was I not bound? 
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Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya yiliqgo A yek. Mu yiliqgo i yek. 

2. Bi yiliqgo A yek. Wu yilingo A yek. 

3. IJgi yiliqgo A yek. Ti yAliqgo A yek. 

The FUTURE TENSE is indicated by « e 
yek " — it will not be, subjoined to the vei l). 

I will not be bound. Will 1 not be bound ! 
Singular. Plural. 

1. Nya yAliqgo e yek. Mu yAliqgo e yek. 

2. Bi yAliqgo e yek. Wu yAliqgo e yek. 

3. JJgi yiliqgo e yek. Ti yAliqgo e yek. 



THE ADVERB. 

The Adverb does not admit of terminal in- 
flection to express degrees of comparison. 

Adverbs admitting degrees of quality may be 
compared by using other words — the same as 
Adjectives. 

Kelo ajia kaka qgi ma. 

Kelo walks more quickly than he. 

Euphonic changes do not occur in the initial 
sound of Adverbs. 

Adverbs usually follow the word they qual- 
ify, but sometimes are separated by interven- 
ing words. 
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GENERAL ADVERBS are those which 
may be properly joined to many different verba 
or adjectives; as the following — - 

•i, £, Eye, Aiyb, Yes. Sugo, 8b?), An. No. 

Teijga, Perhaps. JJwe, Surely. 

Kaka, Quickly. Lele, Slowly. 

Leke, Only. Sjsha, Clearly. 

Toke, Noiselessly. Seij, Completely. 

Gbmna, In vain. Tranu, Too much. 

Bsi, Bdndo, Here. Mia, MAandfc, There 

Adverbs are repeated to Intensify their mea- 
ning or make a stronger expression ; as — 

I pei lo ka ka ka. He did it very much. 

Hugbindiflgo ti ti ti. Exceedingly dark. 
I ndei lo sb sb sb« He said it very clearly. 
NyBuderjgo te te te. ft is very beautiful. 

SPECIFIC ADVERBS are those limited in 
their use to one or a few particular verbs or 
adjectives ; as the following — 

FAb, Completely. I tewea fis. 

So, Quite to. I hitii lo so. 

Pin, Dimly. Jjga tiuwo do pui. 

Tiq, Steadily. A rjgi gbele tin. 

Db&ij, Brightly. Hemui a v?> dr,mj. 

Po, Far. I ya mia po po po. 

Kpo, Long since. I wcni wo kpo kpokpo. 

Kpi, Very dark. Teliqgo kpi kpi kpi. 
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Fo, Very light. Kfcleijgo fo ft> fb. 
Kpili, Shivenngly. A gbeli kpili kpili 
Fesa, Hastily. A jAa fesa fesa 

Kpaifl, Severely. K?>w&]jgesia ta nya yA 

kpaii] kpair). 

A few Adverbs are ONOMATOPOETIC, 

as — 

Pa, represents the sound of water dropping 
upon a hard surface. 
Nje a bite pa pa pa 

Cble, represents the sound ot water dropping 
into water. 

Nje a lute nje hu cole cole cole. 

Kpu, represents the sound of beating rice. 
Ta tabs hAja kpu kpu kpu. 

HuwA, represents the sound of walking in 
water. 

A jia nje liu huw.i huwA. 

B&ggblft, represents the sound of a large 
hand bell, when hung upon the back of a war- 
rior and rung by his walking motion. 

A jAa boi)golo b?>X)2;&te. 

The ADVERBIAL SENSE is often given 
by a noun in the objective case with " a. " 

Truly. Jjjga pe lo a tony a— with truth. 
Wisely. I pea a neinahu lfcwe — with wisdom. 
Angrily. I ndei lo a ndd dewe — with anger. 
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Strongly. A jia a kpBya — with strength 
Purposely. I r)gi nemua a kege- with purpose. 



La— YE. NOT. 

Yb — not, is used in abbreviated expressions ; 
as — Bi lendei yB ji — from which the verb 
" lo " is omitted and the preposition " a " is ab- 
sorbed in "Yb". Bi lendei lo ys a ji 

This is not your canoe. 

Bi ndewe yB na. 

That is not your brother. 

Mshe yB rjgie ? 

Is he not the king i 

Jjjgi goloisia yB tie I 

Are they not his books ? 

Lb and Yb are used, often interchangeably, fco 
intensify the expression of denial or refusal - 
as— 

TJgi 1b ji vveni wo. 

I never did this. 

1 1b bi gfiQfii doni le. 

He lias not yet seen your box. 

13 ge 1b pe gboma. 

I will never do it again 

E In bi psga. 

He will never pay y \xl 



MENDC GRAMMAR. 48 
y*— SO. 

Yix is usually associated with some form of 
the verb to be, and often precedes it, 

Wi lo na, often abbreviated to, JJA na, so it is, 

tyi lo i ye na, So it was. 

fji lo a ye na, So it will be. 

JJA yek, So it was. 

I ye qi, So it must be. 

IjJA A le, It is not so. 

Tjji i yek, It was not so. 

IJA lo I peni, So he did. 

Ijji lo rjga pek, So it is I will do. 

TJA loti yepema, So it is they were doing. 



Y£ — HOW. 

The Interrogative Adverb " ye " precedes the 
verb it qualifies; as — 

Ba ye pe ? 

How will you do t 

Ta ye kBrjBi ji gbate I 

How will they fix this box I 

Wa ye li I 

How can you go : 

l^Jga ye kble ji ho I 

Plow shall I sow this Cloth - 
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GBE VA, WHAT FOR ? 

Gbe va is often used in the Adverbial sense 
of Why. 

Gbe va lo bi psni \ 
Why did you do it ! 
Gbe va lo be li I 
Why will you not go? 
Gbe va lo ta yeqge hfi ? 
Why will they work to day ? 



K*NA, WHEN, WHILE, AS. 

Kina is used as a Conjunctive Adverb ; as-— 

Kina pelei i ye gboyoni, ke ti waa heima nibu. 

When the bouse was finished, then they came 
to dwell in it. 

Kina ti ye ndome gbuvjama ke ti kali doa. 

When they were digging up the ground, 
they saw the snake. 

Kina rjgi waa lo, qga gs lo bi va. 

When I come, I will do it for you, 

Kina rjgi ya lo, bi tutfj a ggegge ji we la. 

When I have departed, you must begin to 
<i<> \ his work. 

He ggi Vbkb\ i bfioijga kina i peke hb. 

And hsi hand was restored as the other. 
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THE PREPOSITION. 

The following list of words contains the prin- 
ciple prepositions used in Mende. 

The first column contains the word in its per- 
feet form, as when used as a Preposition with 
no object expressed ; or (as some Gramma- 
rians) when used as an Adverb. 

The Sec. column contains the Preposition in 
its modified form, as used with an object ex- 
pressed. The third column contains the usu- 
al signification. 

Rem. Ma, Mba and the compound form Mfi- 
hxx and also Hu, have only one form. 

Ye and We are used only with an object ex- 
pressed. 

PREPOSITIONS. 

La, A, With. MbIiu, MbIiu, Upon, above. 
Pa, Va, For. Mba, Mba, Upon. 

We, To, for. Mbu, {Bu, Under, within. 

Ye, To. Ndia, L.ia, Among, middle. 

Hu, Hu, In. Kama, Gsma, At, for, to. 
Ijjga, Ya, In, on. tlpela, Gbela, Near. 
Ma, Ma, On, upon, to.Tsrjga, Leqga, Towards. 
Pbina, Woma, Behind. 

The Usage of the above illustrated. 
WA. a koloi. 

Come with the book — Bring the book. 
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Wa la. Come with it — Bring it 

Bi ke ]o a r)gie? Is he your father \ 



FA. 

KjsrjBi ji ta lo Mftnid va. This box is for SfooiS. 
Pe rjgi va. Do it for him. 

WE, 

Mitt ve Qgi We. Give the spoon for hini-to him. 

Wa a nja mu we. Bring water for us. 
Ileal. We ioliowing a pronoun is often con- 5 
traeted to " e " ; as, Fe qgi'e, Give to him, 
Nde mbe. Say it for me. 

Y& 

Wa nya yg. Come to me. 
^Ti hijei Magbna ye lo. They came from Mfigfcna. 

HU. 

Kftk ta lo kBQfii hu. The cloth is in the box. 
I nyegia koloi &u. He has written it in the book 

1 

PJGA. 

{Jclendei raia njfc ya« 
It is a canoe upon the water, 
"^guuui na gbele ; gwoni vela ta lo gga. 
Bee that tree ; there is a bird upon it 
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MA. 

JisBfr ye ti ma. 

Jesus said to them, 

Mb^ws la mess ma. 

Lay the knife upon the table, 

I wfrtea ggi ma. 

He turned against him. 



MBA. 

Ta lo pelei wiu mba. 
He is upon the house top, 
Hmi mba. 

Hold upon it— Hold it 



MRHIL 

Fblfri lo mu mjshu. 
The sun is above us. 
Wa bi \b msh.u. 
Come and stand upon it. 
Ti ya ti mBjiu. 

They have gone against them. 



MBU. 

Ta pelc} bu. 

He is in the house. 

Kin a ii kpuiws doni ke ti waa mbu. 
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When they saw the farm house then they en- 
tered it. 

Ti heia rjguiriii bu. 

They have sat down under the tree, 



ND*A. 

A ffltt ndetidei lmkpe nje l.ia. 

Let us push the canoe into the middle of the 

water. 

Keli gbele kotuisia ha. 
See the snake among the stones, 



KAMA. 

tfgi waa hfik gsma. I have come for medfchi& 
Li pelei gsma. Go to the house; 

Li kfima. Go to it. 



KPELA. 

Bb pill pelei gbfcla. 

You must not put it near the house, 

ttiti kpela bi to. 

Approach near to it and see. 



T81JGA. 

Wa nya krj£a. 

Cbme towards me. 

$guirui M ddd mu legga. 

The tree that is standing opposite to us. 
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PbMA. 

Wa nya wfcrna. Come after me. 

Ti peni nya wfrma. 
They did it behind me- without my knowledge. 

TJgewo lo mu wfrma. 
(rod is with us— to support our cause. 

Li pfoma. Gro for it. 



PREPOSITIONS IN COMPOSITION. 

A few Prepositions are used as Prefixes to 
Verbs and Adjectives. The compound word 
thus formed often retains the distinct signifi- 
cance of its elements, but sometimes a modi- 
fied signification results ; as, 

Kpe — to hunt 

Hugbe — to searcl 
Fe— to fill. 
Etuve— to fill full. 
IJg.iLi — to tie. 
Mjsy.il.i — to dress. 



Ke — to show 
into. 



Mo — to burn. 
Msmo- to singe. 

Fe — to blow. 
Mjsve-to fan. 
Tewe — to cut. 
TJgstewe— to incise. 



Huge — to explain. 
To — to see. 
Hulo — to perceive. 
Kpele to see. 
Mdiugbsle to 
watch over. 
IJgela — to sweep. 
Msyda- to brush 

3 off. 
Kpok-to swallow. 
Mjsgjjok- to engulph. 
Vblz — to turn. 
TJgswfcte — to turn 
over. 
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Hb — to die. Kpe — to hunt. 

Tjjgfihfl — to dull IJgskpe — to pursue 



CONJUNCTIONS, 

The following is a list of the principle words 
used as conjunctions. 

Ke — and. Tb — and. 

Kee — but. Ena— if. 

Kq — so that. GrbBmaile — because. 

Kina — than. ?ijgiye — except. 

Ke usually precedes the Perfect tense and 
also connects words and sentences, 
Kee connects sentences. 

Kq connects the two members of a com- 
pound sentence, the latter of which indicates 
the reason of the former ; as, 

Ijjgi waa ko bi hinds ji we. 

I have come so that you may do this thing. 

Kina connects sentences used in comparison ; 

as, 

I fisa bi hinds ji ws, kina na bi hinds na ws. 
It is better for you to do this thing than to 
do thai 

Tb connects words and may often be used 
interchangably with Ke. 

Tb when following a Personal Pronoun in 
the Nominative case is often contracted with 
it; as, 

Ti ya tB ta. ( ta tB ta ) 
They have gone he and he. 
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ina is used as the sign of the Subjunctive 
Mode. 

GbBmaile connects sentences, 

IJgiye is compounded with Ke and expresses 
contingency : as, 

Tjjga wa lo ggiye ke njs i waa. 



INTERJECTIONS. 

Kub ! Hkpbgbs ! Ekiani ! Surprise. 
£)hfr ! Discovery. 

bmbo ! Rfrumbof flimbo! Reproof. 
Eya! Aiya ! t)y&! byamaiysf Grief, Pity, 
flsja! Rsya! Sorrow. 
R&u ! Astonishment 

A ! E ! Strong feeling from a suddeii impression. 
Efoyb! Triumph. 
$ja ! Joy. 
Hiya Fear. 

ERROft. 

OMISSION AT PAGE 14. 

The Independent case is disconnected from 
the rest of the sentence and is used by way of 
address or exclamation ; as, 

Tiuwa, wa nya ye< 

Ttnwa, come to me. 

Nya ke* be ljgi li^ 

My father, let me ga 

NdebslBsia, mi lo ti na? 

The parents, where are they. 
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SYNTAX. 

The plan of this book includes no lengthy 
Syntax. The design having been, to express 
in as brief manner as possible, the principle 
Grammatical features of the Mende language. 

But to exhibit the structure more clearly, I 
shall introduce one or two Fables, (Sfik) with 
which they are accustomed to amuse them- 
selves, interlining with English words in the 
order of Mends. 



MBRfr-PR. 

Hinds wo Kol.i i peni a rjgi Refrmoi. 
The thing Leopard he did to his Saviour. 

Ku yda ma wo, Koli i lini jejiama 
One time upon, Leopard he went walking 

pels wb hu, ke i gralaa nddwa wb vela 
a road great in, and he fell hole great one 

hu, ke .i guini a gbia la hu. 

in, and he was not able to get out. 

I towoi i jiai lo udcoloi hu gbi ; tee, 
The report is spread country in all ; saying, 

Koli i gralaa nd'owa hu. 

Leopard he has fallen a pit in. 

Huagga kpere, yela 
Of all the animals, one 

be i wani, b hugbe. 

even he did not come, he did not search it out. 
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Koli i lembii lo wo ndfcwe na fru ka, 

Leopard he remained pit that m long, 
ke i gisnyaa kbwb ke kfcima yila. 
he pined away very much like a dog with pups. 

Hde i wani lewema, kee kina 

Elephant he came passing by, but when 
Koli i ggi jia wr>i menii. 
Leopard he his walking sound heard 
ke i molia, yee, Yc m*t 
then he asked, saying, Who is it I 

Hsk ye, Nya mia, Hde. 

Elephant said, I it is, Elephant. 

Koli ye rjgi ma, 

Leopard said him to, 

^y a , bi nya gbia ndbwe hu. 
Come, you me take out the pit from. 
Hsk ye, Nya lo lima Heks ye kaka, t)ga 
Elephant said^ I am going £Uke to hastily, I 
wa lo ggi bi g*>ia hu, 

come will, (and) I you take out, 

Kee i wani. 

But he did nbt come. 
Ke Wgbtb i wani. Koli i ggi muuenei ; 
Then Ape he came, Leopard he liim entreated ; 
kee ye, A luiw&a Koli ma, 
but he said, He fears Leopard 

5 qgi l^> ll > 

he must not him catch. 

fti lo ns hur)g83ia gbi ti pckni. 

So it is now the animals all they did. 
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Ko1i i lembii wo ndfrwe hu, 

Leopard he staid the pit in, 
ke huaijga ti kuwaa a r)£;i 
aiid animals they feared to hini 
gb.ia la. hu; gbtfmaili te, 
take out ; because they said, 

Nuimui a Kali bsfc, 

The person who Leopard can save, 
Koli a pj3 lo. 
Leopard he kill him will. 

Ndileli i ye wo ndogboi hu, 

Peace it was the forest in, 
huagga gbi ti gshu-gbia, 
the animals all they rejoiced. 

Ku ycla ma, kilararjga ti. warn 

Time one itpon, monkeys they came 
tjgmru wua raema iljeko gl)ovoi hu^ 
fruit eating njeko thicket the in, 
ke ti koni le, ke 

and they did llot know yet, that 
Koli i ye gtltlani ndowa hu. 
Leopard he had fallen a pit in. 

Ke i riitflia, fee, Yeni mia ? 

And he asked, saying, Who is it ? 
&e TftWii i ndegga, yee, Muia le-ft. 
And Monkey h£ answered, saying, We it is^ 

Ke KcAx i ndajga, yee, 

Then Leopard he said, saying, 
TWg wa, hi nya gb.ia ndfowe hu. 
Monkey come, you me take out the pit from, 
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T&wb ye, IJga ye bi gbia hu ? 

Monkey said, I how you shall take out ? 

flgeya gbi nya ysya. 

No rope my hand ( in. ) 

Koli i pfrtea, yee, Ba bi w&li 
Leopard he answered, saying You your tail 

ve lo mbe nd^we hu, ggi hfcu 

give will me to the pit in, I must hold it, 

mba, ljgi le. 

( and ) I ascend. 

T&wb ye, Kee Iflga meni wo, 
Monkey said, But I can hear before, 
te, Nuimui a bi hsb, 

they say, The person who can you save, 

ba rjgi wb lo. 

you him will kill. 

Koli ye, Sfifo ; rjga hinda wsnda we lo 
Leopard, said No; I kindness do will 

a bie; hs Mi na ma nya gonyoisia 

to you; you must not heed that my enemies 

ta nde. 

they say. 

Ke TbWB i Qgi wfcli vea rjgi we, ke 
Then Monkey be his tail gavehim*to, and 

i hbugga, ke i le.i. 

he held it, and bp ascended. 

K.ina.i ye leni T&wjs ye, Nya 
When Ik had ascended Monkey said, My 

ke, gbe Liij nya w&li ma. 

father, let go now my tail of. 
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Koli ye, Ndfikps, y? lo wo numm 
Leopard said, Friend, who did a person 
bfibni, e yB levu, b huinyo ? 
save, can he not rest, must lie not reward ? 
TWb ye, Ke levu j.i, bi gbz nya 
Monkey said, Then rest a little, you cease 
ina. KoLi i levui lo ji 
me from. Leopard he rested a little 
ke i ndsrjga T£>wb ma yee 7 
then he said the Monkey to sayings 
Nd&kpe bi nya bB&ijga nB, kee 
Friend you me have saved now, but the 
mbB&i yBkpia. 
salvation complete, 

TWt ye, Nya ke ijga yt 
The monkey said, My father I how 

ijgskpia ! 
shall finish it ? 

Kolii ye, Bi wfrli yc pck-pele 

The Leopard said, Your tail to a little 
ve nya we rjgi me, gbBmaik nya lo 
give me to r I eat it, because I am 
hfima a ndole. 
dying with hunger. 

Tbwe i gbBbni, yee, Kuh 

The Monkey he cried out saying, Ah ! 
nya ke, ji lo Iib r)gi ndeni; Te, 
my father, this it is today I said ; They say, 
Nuimui a bi bBb, ba r)gi wb lo. 
The person v\ ho you saves, you him kill will. 
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Koli ye, Ndfikpe kone, nya bB*> ? 
The Leopard said, Friend I beg, you me save, 

TWs ye, Hmi, bi i r)gwe 

The Monkey said, Take hold, you the head 
me, kee bs pepe me. 

eat, but you must not all eat, 
Ke Kali i i hdkpe waa 

And the Leopard he the end brought into 
jjgi la, i nyuima, ke i 
his mouth, he chewed it, and he 

kpolea. 

swallowed it. 

T&wb ye, Nyake, gbe nB nya 
Monkey said, My father, cease now me 

ma, li. 

from, I must go. 

Koli ye, B&u mbo ! Ye lo wo, i mefrgni 
Leopard said, O do ! Who is it he food 

meni, e hei ji, i levu ? 

ate, can he not sit a little, he rest ? 
T&wb ye, Ke levu kaka nya ke, 
Monkey said, Then rest quickly my father, 

bi gbe nya ma. 
you cease me from. 

Koli ye, Ndskpe, bi nya babgga, 
The Leopard said, Friend, you me have saved, 
nya vuili r)<ri kolo, kee nya go kuito, 
I myself I know, but me give a little, 
nya mBtb gboma ; gga gbe lo bi ma. 
me increase again ; ( and ) I will leave you. 
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TWe ye, Kuft ! nya ke ji lo 
The Monkey said, Ah ! my father this is it 

h/3 bi ye nya golema, bee, Ijjgi 
today you were ine tempting, saying. If I 

bi bBfra, ba lunda wsnda w?1e lo a 
you save, you a thing good do will to 
i)ge. Kpele, ba nya me ns fe ? 
me. See, will you me eat now entirely i 

Na leijgo, ke i gbumderjga 

That being said, then he seized 
Tftws vvftli ma, i kmlfr kwe, ke 
the Monkey's tail, he a little cut off, and 
i mea. 
he ate it. 

Tbwz ye ggi nemahu, I hwz 
The Monkey said his mind in, He must pass 
a pime ; kee Koli i gbuuideijga rjgi ma, 
with run ; but Leopard he seized him, 
i ijgi mo ft). I>)wx> i monuisia 

he him ate up. The remaining monkeys 
ti leni i)guirui hu. 

they went up the tree in. 
F&lz Kuarariga ti Koli lorjga lo, 
Therefore Monkeys if they Leopard see 
ta wiine, tee, Mbfi?> pa; ke ti 
they run, s tying, Saviour killer ; and they 
leijga ijguiruisia hu. 
ascend the trees in. 

Nd?>pi> pyenyejjg£sia> a njia wbvz 
Little children the you story old 
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ji meni, wu jfrwi Mbeft pjs ma. 
this hear, you must fear the Saviour killer. 



NDbVb TA ND&KULt). 
TOAD AND CHAMELEON. 

Ndfrvb mia w® tn Ncl&kufo 

Toad it was and Chameleon 
ti nusli hfruni. 

they a dispute held. 

Nd&vl) ye, I wbvani Ndftkute ma. 

Toad said, He was older Chameleon than, 

Nd&knte ye, J wftvani Nd&vb ma. 

Chameleon said, He was older Toad than, 

Ke ti qgujsxjga, ti gbia 

And they wagered, they came 
nraijga ye, ti wjsle va ti Imahu. 
out persons to, them call to them between. 

Ke nuujga ti kmrui wo. 

And persons they granted it. 

Ti ti molii lo, tee; 

They them asked, saying; 
O unsli i nyimia wu yela ge ma? 
If the discussion spoils you one " upon? 
Te, JImx gbi lo i ggueni 

They said, Thing every he' wagered 
a fe i peke we* 

he will give the other to, 

Iffi lo ti hulani. 

So it is they agreed. 
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Te; Nddvfy gbe va lo be, 
They said ; Toad, why is it you say* 
bi wfrvani Ndbkult) ma? 

you are older Chameleon than? 
Nd&vb ye, Nya lo qgi ndeni, ggee j 
Toad said, I am the one that said, saying ; 
tjgi wfovani Nd^kute ma, khz. 
I am older Chameleon than, hear. 

Kpeki wo TJgswo i nya 

The time past when God he me 
gbateni, ndoloi heiflgo yek a 

made, the earth existed with 
mbimbili, a kere kere, gbi i 

hillocks and hummocks, nothing was 
ye nduia&uisAa. 
in the spaces between* 

Jjf gswo i nda lo nya ma, yee ; iSktovfr 
God he said me to, saying; Toad 
ndoloi hsirjgo a kere kere, ljukpoggo 
the earth is settled with hummocks, mixed 
i k, fek pAnde-p.inde bi 

together it is not, therefore jutnp*jump youf 
nda jAa mAa* 
own walk it is* 

PAnde-pAnde jAe wo Ijjgewo i kni 
The Jumping walk God^ he gave to 
mbe,kerjgiye pskina kpeki na ma wo 
me, and I was doing it time that upon past 
ndoloi hdggo yek a kere kere, ke 
the earth settled was with hummocks, and 
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i weka wo a nya jAa gilA. 
it became my walking manner. 

Tjjgi wfrvani huarjgesAa gbi ma ta guikui, 

I am older the animals all that crawl, 
ta gende, ta jAa 

( and ) that drag themselves ( and that walk 
tBme,ta gfcwfcke bAa be Ndbkulb. 

and that "fly and you also Chameleon. 
Ji va lo, IjJ ge; Ijjgi wfrvani Nd&kufo ma. 
It is for this, 1 say ; I am older Chameleon than. 

Ke murga ti Ndfrkulfc molia, tee ; 

Then persons they Chameleon asked, saying; 
Gbe va lo be; Bi wbvani Nd&vfc 

Why it is you say, You are older Toad 
ma? Ndfrkulfr i pfrtea, yee; Nya 
than ? Chameleon he answered, saying ; My 
gbste gbekme wo ndoloi mbsrjgo A yek 
creation time at, the earth dry it was not 
kAna jib a fblfci ji, 

as now at day this. 

$ kpskpjsb wo, beberjgo yek. 

It was not firm, it was soft. 

Nuimu b jAa ma a kpaya, 

A person he must not walk upon it heavily, 
a lombu lo. 
he will sink. 

IJgswo i ndei lo nya ma, yee, Bi nda 

God he said me to, saying, Your own 
jie lo a tfc'ne, lele jda. 

walk is a dragging, a slow walk. 

TJ-i wbvani huaijga gbi ma, ta gende, 
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I am older animals all than, that crawl, 
ta gbwb, ta giukiu, ta winde, ke bia 
that fly, that trail, that jump, and you 
be $ctevb. 
also Toad. 

Lele jie wo Ijjgewo i ftni mbfe, Ijgi 
The slow walk God he gave to me, I 
ye pema wo ndolo bebei ma, ke i 
was doing of old earth the soft upon, and it 

wea a nya nda jia gili 
has become my own walking maner. 
Ji va lo, IJge, IJgi w&vani Nd&vb ma. 
This for( it ) is, I say, 1 am older Toad than. 
$na i wbvani nVa ma, a fljji go a 
If he is older 1 than, you him may give 
tumi gbi tygiggueni. 
thing every I wagered. 

Kee ina Ijjgi w&vani rjgi ma, a 
But if I am older him than, you 
nya go a hfini gbi i ggUBni. 
me may givfe thing every he wagered. 
]Ji lo i ye na ti venjo ti 
Bo it was they both they 

velini. ina bi ye na 

submitted the msltter. If you wete there 
wo kpield na m£, ye lo wo ba 

that fciuie upon, who is the one you 
ggi lemu? Ke ye lo wo 

him will adjiidge right? And who is it you 
ba ijgi * 
him will adjtige wrong ? 
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